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NGC ting - Tuesday Sth April 
St Laurence’s College, South Brisbane 
Libraries & Sales 7pm 


Meeting & Demonstration (promptly) 8pm 
Visitors Welcome! 








MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 


PRESIDENT: 

Phil Guerney Ph. 378 9756 

SECRETARY 

Gordon Wright Ph. 299 7709 

TREASURER: 

Ken Clem Ph. 287 3698 

LIBRARIAN: 

Steve Knight Ph. 074 468 469 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

Richard Carde Ph. 300 6315 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

AMIGA COORDINATOR: 

Robert Googe Ph.288 8863 

8-BIT CONVENOR: 

Doug Maclurkin Ph. 350 4034 

C64 WORKSHOP COORDINATOR 
; ». Rod Watson Ph. 857 6131 

BBS 


N 


Line #1 300-9600 baud Ph. 300 6357 
Line #2 300-9600 baud Ph. 300 6356 


SYSOP: 
Richard Carde Ph. 018 072 082 


The BBS is part of the FidoNet (Node No. 
3: 640/304), and AmigaNet (Node No 
41:400/304) Network it can be accessed by 
members at 300 - 9600 bps, using 8 data 
bits, 1 stop bit and no parity. 


Mailing Address: 
The Secretary 
C.C.U.G.(Q). Inc. 
P.O. Box 274 
SPRINGWOOD QLD 4127 


Opinions expressed in CURSOR articles 
are those of the Author(s), and not 
necessarily those of the C.C.U.G.(Q) Inc. or 
the Editor. Permission for reprinting by 
other Computer Users Groups is granted, 
provided that both the source and author are 
acknowledged . 
Commercial Advertising Rate: 

$40.00 per full page, per issue 

$25.00 per half page, per issue 
This rate is for camera-ready A-5 pages. 
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MAIN MEETING 


The next Main Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday Sth April at 7pm 


St Laurence’s College 
82 Stephens Road, South Brisbane 
(ample parking available on the grounds) 


WORKSHOP MEETING 


The next workshop will be held on 
Sunday 10th April at 12-4pm 


Ithaca R.S.L. Hall 
Cnr Nash & Elizabeth Streets, Rosalie 


Published by: Printed by: 
CCU Inc. Towns-End Printing 
PO Box 274 PO Box 1333 


Springwood Qld 4127 Beenleigh Qld 4207 


APRIL 1994 


—————_ 


PRESIDENTS 
PATCH 


Phil Guerney 





The story of the liquidation of the 
Australian distributors of 
Commodore computers is coming to 
light. As creditors, the club 
received a lot of details which I have 
summarised in a separate article. It 
makes interesting reading. I’m 
particularly intrigued about the fate 
of some of the stock that CBM must 
have still in store after many years 
of operation. Probably a few others 
(in and out of this club) may be 
interested also. If a public auction is 
held, there may be a one and only 
chance to get hold of some obsolete, 
but still interesting, machines and 
accessories. 


The March main meeting was a 
good one. Keith Antoine showed us 
his A4 flat bed scanner working 
through his A2000 equipped with an 
040 board and high-res graphics 
board. The scanning speed and high 
clarity of the full colour images 
obtained was impressive. We will 
be seeing and hearing more from 
Keith in the near future - details next 
month. One thing Keith will 
provide is a scanning service for just 
a few dollars a page (to be finalised 
next month) onto disk, a fraction of 
the commercial charge. Il 
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demonstrated the new hand scanner 
- it worked perfectly. And it was 
taken home by the first of many 
members who will now get the 
chance to try it out for a month. 


I was pleased to see that Ralph De 

Vries, a previous and long-serving 
newsletter editor, still reads every 
Cursor, despite moving to the PC 
world several years ago and 
becoming a founder of the Brisbane 
Windows Users Group. The 
footnote addressed to "Ralph" on the 
first page of my article on 
"Temptation" a couple of months 
ago was indeed meant for that 
Ralph, although I suppose all the 
other Ralphs in the club may have 
wondered why I was mentioning 
them! Thanks for your reply Ralph, 
and I agree with everything you 
said. It was very hard to write that 
article without saying "mine is 
better than yours", however hard I 
tried. The old computer guideline 
of "choose your software first, then 
the machine" is very true and at the 
heart of my problem. I enjoy what 
the Amiga is best at, particularly in 
graphics and music, and I like 
looking at what others do in video, 
which are all areas in which the 
Amiga has the best software. 
However I also make daily use of 
"business" programs like 
spreadsheets, databases and word 
processors and for them the PC wins 
hands down. That is a shame, 
especially if you can not afford to 
buy both computers. 


Last month I had my first chance to 
drop in on Jason Marianoff at his 
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Synapse Computer Supplies shop on 
Wynnum Rd, Galloways Hill. That 
is where we bought our hand- 
scanner and the cheap second-hand 
(but as-new) DevPac 3 package. 
Two things impress you - its small 
but also usually busy! Jason has 
assembled a collection of hardware 
and software for the Amiga, and the 
Amiga only, that you just do not see 
anywhere else, and I have looked in 
many interstate Amiga-supporting 
stores. Just as impressive is the 
wide range of second-hand goods 
available (even an Opal Vision board 
when I was there) due to Jason’s 
readiness to take trade-ins or just do 
- adeal. Jason supports this club by 
his advertising in Cursor, but even if 
he didn’t I would have no hesitation 
in recommending that the few of 
you who do not already try Synapse 
before, or after, any other retailer, 
do so from now on. You will be 
talking to someone who knows the 
Amiga, and who will not charge you 
more than lowest you would pay 
anywhere else. 
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EDITORIAL 


¥— by Richard Carde 





This month we have some BIG 
changes and more news on 
Commodore. 


I guess I should announce that this 
Cursor has been my last. It was 
known from the beginning that the 
Newsletter Editor’s position was 
only temporary for me and that I 
was always on the lookout for 
someone to take it over. Well, we 
finally have some people to take it 
over. I will take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who has helped and 
to especially thank Doug MacLurkin 
for providing many articles of 
sometimes questionable interest to 
the general membership. I have 
enjoyed putting Cursor together, 
however, it takes more time than I 
can really provide and therefore am 
happy to hand the job over to some 
people who have more time than I 
do to make Cursor into a better 
newsletter. 


That’s really all I have to say... 
Good luck to the new Editor(s)! I 
leave you in the hands of Keith 
Antoine, Peter Hughes (ex Cursor 
editor and now Advertising 
Manager) and others... 


Richard Carde 
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NOTICE BOAKD 


FOR SALE: 


240Mb SCSI Quantum (240LPS) HD. 

AS NEW! $525.00 Perfect for ASO00 
owner who wants to increase disk space. 
It will also fit nicely inside an A590!! 

Call Richard Carde on 300 6315 or 

018 072 082 to make an offer! 





APOLOGY 

Firstly an apology. I missed the 
February meeting and apologise to 
those who were incovenienced 
because of this. Complications 
involving the birth of my son 
meant that I did not any warning 
that I would not be able to attend 
and was not able to arrange any 
alternative in time. 


DONATIONS 

There have been a number of items 
donated to the Library recently by 
members. I won’t embaress these 
people by naming them but you 
know who you are and your 
generousity is much appreciated. 
On the Amiga side we now havea 
number of new games 
available(and these are already 
being borrowed regularly), another 
copy of AMOS, the Digita Home 
Accounts package and a selection 
of magazine coverdisks are now 
able to offer a selection of 
Cockroach Graphis files, anda 
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number of hardware items including 
2 modems. Again many thanks to 
those who donate these items. 


COVERDISKS 

The Amiga magazine coverdisks are 
a new addition to the library and will 
be listed in their own category so 
don’t forget to look for the seperate 
listing at the meetings. These 
coverdisks often have useful small 
programs and utilities, and also on 
occasions commercial applications. 
Already in this category we have 
available CanDo, HiSoft Basic, 
Pagesetter II, and Animation Station. 
Check them out. Anyone who has 
any coverdisks they no longer use 
and have the relevant magazine with 
the documentation, please contact 
me. 


NEW ITEMS 

New to the library this month for the 
serious Amiga users we now have a 
copy of Devpac 3. 
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THE 8-BIT LIBRARY 

The 8-bit library is not being utilised 
to any degree, in fact NO items were 
borrowed at the March meeting. As 
the 8-bit library physically 
comprises over half of the items I 
transport to each meeting I am 
considering the option of no longer 
bringing these items to the meetings, 
and making them available on an 
order basis. Could any interested 8- 
bit members contact me with there 
views on this please. I certainly do 
not wish to restrict the availablitiy 
of library items, but if these are not 
going to be borrowed I can see no 
purpose of carrying them 120k’s to 
the meetings and then just taking 
them all back again. 


OVERDUE ITEMS 

Lastly there are still a number of 
items that are VERY OVERDUE 
(some were borrowed before I took 
over the library last year. If you 
have any of these items please get 
them back to me immediately, as I 
have reached the stage where legal 
action may have to be considered. If 
you Cannot return items to the 
meeting then please either contact 
me by phone, or the Club Post Box, 
or my own Post Box. (P.O. Box 418 
NAmbour 4560). Please consider 
also that if you do not reurn items 
on time then you depriving your 
—" club members of access to 

em. 


See you at the next meeting 


Steve Knight 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


READER COMMENT 


For starters, in the C64/128 section of 
CURSOR we read concerning the 
GEOMETRIX disks purchased from 
Commodore Network ’Remember they 
are Public Domain and may be obtained 
by members’. May I continue that 
sentence by adding ’from 
COMMODORE NETWORK who went 
to the trouble and expense of acquiring 
them in the first place. As pointed out by 
a member in a previous issue of 
CURSOR, ’let us not kill the goose ....... " 
in this case COMMODORE NETWORK 
which is going to a lot of trouble to 
support those of us who have elected to 
stay with the 8-bit Commodore systems. 
Fair play, folks, please! 


Secondly, I am aware that articles for 
CURSOR are hard to come by from time 
to time, but would prefer to see a thinner 
newsletter rather than find articles in it 
which are not computer related, 
particularly ones like the most recent 
medical diagnostic column. 


By contrast your SERVICE AIN’T US 
made informative reading. I could 
suggest a reason for the treatment your 
received but it would not solve the 
problem. 


It was also very interesting to read the 
comparison on the Amiga and PC 
computer systems made by Ralph de 
Vries. 


And if your Rain Gods are still around 
please keep us the good work chaps! 


Doreen Horne (via the BBS) 
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SERVICE AINT US 


I read, with some interest, your article in 
the most recent edition of "Cusor" 
regarding the level of customer service at 
the City Store(s) of the "Games ’R Us" 
chain. 


The Student Computing Association 
(SCA) at Griffith has had a 
complementary arrangement with this 
store for quite some time. Our members 
receive a discount on games software 
while we, in turn, advertise "Games ’R 
Us" in our newsletter, and endorse them 
as areliable retail outlet. 


While our relationship has been 
reasonably problem-free, it appears that 
the general "attitude" of the staff at 
"Games ’R Us" has worsened over the 
past few (maybe six) months. 


Let me convey the experiences I have 
PERSONALLY witnessed (and been a 
part of) while in their store. 


1/ This took place on the same day as 
event number 1 - in fact, to the same 
staff member after he had refused to 
serve the child. I made some enquiries 
about a new sound board coming out 
called the "SoundTrax" produced by a 
company called "Kalix". I asked the 
attendant whether he knew anything 
about the card. Here’s a rough 
representation of the dialogue which 
took place. 


Me: "Do you know anything about a 
soundcard called the *SoundTrax’ 
produced by a company called ’Kalix’?" 


Attendent: "No, we ONLY sell sound 
blasters here because they’re cheap and 
reliable." 


Me: "Yes, but they don’t sound very 
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good compared to Wavetable synthesis 
cards, do they?” 


Attendent: "But you can add a Wave 
Blaster to the Sound Blaster." 


Me: "How much does a Sound Blaster 
plus Wave Blaster cost?" 


Attendent: "$700.00" 


Me: *laugh* "Well, I’d rather own a 
Roland synthesiser for that price!" 


Attendent: "I don’t give a *@#*” what 
you do, get out of the store!" 


Now, I think that is what most people 
would class as an over-reaction, and 
certainly POOR customer service. 


2/ This incidence was when a friend of 
mine was kicked out of the store for 
requesting a replacement (or refund) on 
a game he bought because it would not 
work on his configuration of hardware. 
At all times my friend was courteous. 
The attendant followed me and my 
friend until he was sure that we were 
OUT of the store, repeating over and 
over "Please leave, I am not going to 
Serve you." in increasingly aggressive 
tones - rather like a DALEK. 


Needless to say I’m extremely 
disappointed with this sort of action 
being taken out on "valued customers"! 
I know of other people who have 
experienced similar problems, so our 
experiences are NOT isolated. 


It seems to me that a complete re- 
staffing would be needed in order to fix 
the "Games ’R US" attitude. 


David Connors 


President 
Student Computing Association 
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How did you fare with the 
Crossword!? In all fairness one clue 
was missing (25 across= Russian 
and baby say yes for information. 25 
should have been 26). However the 
rest of the clues were correct and 
you should have had no diificulty. 
The answers will be included in the 
current Cursor (I suspect that those 
who attempted it will find it difficult 
to speak to me for some time to 
come). Just to rub salt into their 
wounds, I am making another 
crossword which should be easier 
now that they have been given an 
insight into my convoluted mind. 





Due to illness, Gary Makin was 
unable to deliver his lecture on 
Geowrite at our last meeting; he 
should be able to deliver at our next 
meeting. 


If you get a chance you should get 
Phil Guerney to demonstrate the 
Scanner which the club has recently 
purchased; it should be on display at 
the main meeting and also at the 
workshop at Rosalie. It is suitable 
only for the Amiga but it will give 
you some idea of what is also 
available for the 64/128 (when we 
can afford one!),. 


Geometrix Disk #7: I have made a 
vn report on the programs on this 
iS 
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GEOMETERIX DISK 7 


40 SCRN PRINT 

Prints a copy of the screen (40 col. only). 
Click Geos on Menu and select prog. 
after loading each page. 


ANALOG-CLOCK 

Shows time on a small icon on desk top: 
it copies the time set at top/right of 
menu. 


ANALOG CLOCK 

Shows time on 2"/2" icon at centre of 
screen. In both cases the time keeps 
recording until the computer is turned 
off. 


AUTO CLOCK 
You set the time when you boot up 


QUICK DATER 
You enter the date which appears at 
top/right of screen 


CHANGE INPUT 
Change the input driver while in an 
application 


CHANGE PRINTER 
Selects printer (NB: the drivers must be 
on the disk. 


DUMP 
Dumps the screen to the printer. 


GEOHEXCALC 
Calculator: adds, subtracts &c. in Hex or 
Dec 
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ICON GRABBER 
Copy icons to photo scraps 


PRINTIT 
Prints the current screen. 


SCREEN PHOTO 
Captures current screen in a photo 
scrap. 


TEXT PRINT 
Will print your Geowrite documents 
V2.1 using your printer resident fonts. 


SCRAPEEK 2.2 
Looks at photo scraps & albums: 
supports 2 drives. 


WORMDESK 
Use instead of Desk Top to switch 
between applications. 


GEODISKED128 
Track & Sector editor (ASCII or Hex) 


PASSWORD ; 
Place this on your V1.3/V2.0 boot disk 
for protection. 


128 DA AUTOBOOT 

Put this BEFORE your input driver on 
your System disk. It autoboots the first 
disk accessory. 


CENTER 80 
Vertically centre the 80 col screen. 
(Geos 128 only) 


MOVE80COL 
Moves the 80 col screen UP DOWN 
LEFT & RIGHT 


STAMP TEMPLATE 
For use with Geofile 
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DEAR RALPH 





Yes, you were right! It made us all who 
remained loyal to Commodore, very happy 
to receive a contribution from an old 
foundation member. 


Yes, right again. As newsletter editor you | 
brought to English literature a fragrance to 

challenge Chaucer and Churchill and a 

beauty that penetrated the entire computer 

world and hurled back into the teeth of 

those others their belief that no genius or 

good could exist in the brains and hearts of 
Commodore followers and that they bent 

every endeavour to curtail and expel. 


Dear Ralph, with true editorial courage you 
felt impelled to conform in some measure 
to the wishes of the Management 
Committee but not so to ignore the literary 
quality of the articles submitted. Without 
your staunch support for all sections the 
club would have suffered an early demise 
and more would have followed you in a 
search for relief from boredom. As it is we 
still flourish and all sections flower; (thanks 
Ralph). 


Dear Ralph, as editor you wielded your 
blue pencil with one hand but with a milk 
bottle in the other. Those of us who like 
milk would indeed welcome your offer to 
return. 


In Fiji we have an expression 1 sa levu na 
noqu leqai which freely interpreted means 
*it is big my depression or tedium’. We are 
happy that by writing to us you were able to 
alleviate some of the ’big’ boredom that 
must have driven you to find release in 
Solitaire. 


Continued page 16... 
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5.25" Disks 


(is 64 | 28 $8.00 Box for 1 to 4 Boxes 


$7.00 Box for 5 Boxes 


$6.50 Box for 10 Boxes 
Wor ks hop Plus $5.00 postage and packing 


25 Fairleight St. DISKS 
Windsor Public Domain disks5.25" Single sided:$2.00 ea. 
Double sided: $3.00 ($3.00 p&p for up to 5 disks) 


Catalogue disks 5.25%" for P.D or Library: $2.00 ea. 
3rd Sunday of each ($2.00 p&p). 
5 5.25" blank disks: $8.00 per Box for 1-4 Boxes 
month $7.00 per Box for 5 Boxes 

$6.50 per Box for 10 Boxes 

($5.00 p&p on all). 

BOOKLETS 
Public Domain Instruction Book(C64): $5.00 ($2.00 
p&p) 
Starting with Disk Drives ( Paul Blair):$2.00 ($1.00 
p&p) 
Graphics and Sound on the C64 (G. Perry): $5.00 
($2.00p&p) 

Userware Wordprocessor 
THE WRITE STUFF 64 
(word processor), with Manual: $25.00 
V2. BB SPELLER 64 
(supplementsTWS64) $16.00 
BB Talker 
(Write Stuff with speech synthesizer) $16.00 
THE WRITE STUFF 128 

(word processor) with Manual: $40.00 
V2 BB Speller 128 
(supplements TWS128) : $16.00 
($3.00 p&p). 
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COMMODORE 
LIQUIDATION 


Commodore Business Machines Pty 
Limited (administrator appointed) - 
The Details 


It was mentioned in several places 
in last month’s CURSOR that the 
Australian distribution company for 
Commodore had gone bust. This 
happened on 7 February, just before 
we finalised the March issue, so 
details were sketchy. We know 
more now because the CCUG(Q) is 
a registered creditor of CBM (for 
the grand sum of $40) so we have 
received details from the liquidator. 
Here is a summary of the 30 pages 
sent to us. 


The administrator of CBM is Max 
Donnelly, a partner of the firm of 
chartered accountants Ferrier 
Hodgson. His letter to creditors said 
that "I have not received a proposal, 
nor do I expect to receive one by the 
company or any interested party to 
recommend to creditors a deed of 
company arrangement ... it is 
envisaged that the company will 
proceed to liquidation ... as the 
company has no longer the capacity 
to trade." 


This was followed by Form 507 of 
the Australian Seurities Commission 
signed by Pat Byrne (Managing 
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Director of CBM) on 21 February, 
which is a "report as to affairs" that 
must be lodged under various 
circumstances, mostly to do with 
failure of the business. Some of the 
details will be of interest, starting 
with the following list of assets with 
their valuation and, in brackets, 
their estimated realisable values. 


Debtors $1,991,194 ($172,196) 
Cash at Bank $601,162 ($601,162) 
Stock $5,571,193 ($1,205,433) 
Plant and Equipment $122,759 
($8,000) 

Other Assets $467,091 ($48,350) 
Total Assets $8,751,835 
($2,075,141) 


This was followed by three pages of 
debtors to CBM for which the 
dollars owing to CBM added up to 
nearly $2M as listed above. The 
$172,196 which was estimated as 
being realisable was just ONE 
debtor, the New Zealand subsidiary 
of CBM. All the rest were 
considered to be lost. Max 
Donnelly said that the directors 
decided this because that 1) sales to 
major retailers were on a cash or 
return basis and they would return 
goods rathr than pay for them and 
2) Brashs returned about $400,000 
worth of goods after 7 February as a 
consequence of a return for credit 
authority being issued by 
Commodore’s management prior to 
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SYNAPSE COMPUTER SUPPLIES 


217 Wynnum Road 


P.O. Box 41 


Galloways Hill Qld 4171 Bulimba Qld 4171 


ceil Quber Product: 
(ea(@_ ... HOT PRODUCTI! ... 


Graphics Boards/Software 


SCALA MM300 ~ $490 
EGS Spectrum w/2Mb $970 


Opal Vision Main Board $965 
Video Processor  CALLI 
Video Suite CALL! 


2nd Hand: Opal Vision $780 
Retina w/4Mb $690 


Sound Enhancer now back in stock 
and setup for demo. Check it out!!! 


Amiga 4000 


RAM Chip 4Mb SIMM $320 
A4008 SCSI Interface $350 
Hard Drives (IDE) CALL! 
G-Force 040 40MHz CALL! 
Keyboard Skin $30 


PN ani ke k= Wesexo) Kot oXon dnl ak=\uat= (ake MU ko\—ve fe 
LOF= 1] UI Coy mit= Woxoy any ok=) ch ehYA= ye [Uke C=Y 
Trade-ins welcome!! 


Other Bits & Pia Ce 
S 


OU cA res 
I Wet pro lank 


UOte, ; tom 
You're the win Bt 

















If you own an 
Amiga 1200!! 


ws 
€-. FF 
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Super Special - Order NOW! 


250Mb Internal IDE Hard Drive 
only... $499.00! 


* Over 1,250,000 bytes/sec Transfer Rate! 
* Free Installation & File Duplication! 
* Two Years Full Warranty! 






















NOTE: PRICE INCLUDES TRADE IN OF YOUR 40Mb HD! 
ACTUAL FORMATTED CAPAGITY 248Mb. 


NUMEROUS 2ND HAND PRODUCTS AVAILABLE - CALL FOR DETAILS!! 









Call for enquiries/orders Ph: (07) 899-0980 
Mail Order Welcome! Mobile: (018) 98-1679 
| TRADING HOURS: Fax: (07) 395-6738 








Mon - Sat 9am - 11am & 12pm - 6pm CASH, C.O.D. 


2pm - 4pm ; 
Sunday p Pp Credit Cards 
Other times available by apporintment! Hp eseyn ce 


if for any reason your not happy with our service or prices, help us to help you. Tell Us! 


























7 February and 3) normal resistance 
by customers in paying debts ina 
liquidation scenario. The 
administrator thought that maybe up 
to $900,000 would actually be 
recoverable. 


The drastic loss in stock value was 
based on a valuation by Hyman 
Bros (Auctioneers and Valuers) asa 
result of an inventoy undertaken by 
them after the administrator’s 
appointment. He has since 
advertised for expressions of interest 
to purchase the company’s business 
including the business name and 
stock (which you may have seen in 
the newspapers) and information 
was forwarded to 18 parties by the l 
March deadline. He has been 
endeavouring to obtain the best 
price for the company’s stock by 
selling it at full value to retailers and 
distributors. However he was 
thwarted by the lack of warranty 
facilities (see later) wich he has now 
rectified and he has been selling 
stock from the warehouse from 22 
February. Any stock remaining 
unsold at the end of his occupancy 
of the company’s premises will 
most probably be sold at public 
auction. This auction could be 
something worth attending if you 
can get to Sydney and I will make 
sure that the date is known to us 


Ever wondered what happened to 
those 1940/1942 monitors that have 
been unavailable in Australia for 
Over six months? Here seems to be 
the answer. "The Report as to 
Affairs does not take into account 
goods with an invoice value of 
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approximately $150,000 which 
have been lying on the Sydney 
wharves since mid 1993. The 
goods in question are Commodore 
badged monitors supplied by 
Samsung Electronics [1940 and 
1942 monitors perhaps???] The 
shipment is in dispute and there is 
currently approximately $50,000 in 
outstanding storage, freight and 
demurrage. As to whether the 
dispute can be resolved and whether 
value in the goods can be realised 
by the administrators is currently 
under investigation." 


"I have been advised by the 
directors that there is a container of 
3,000 games machines (CD32) on 
the wharf in the Philippines at 
Singapore [sic ???] awaiting 
shipment to Commodore. These 
machines have been included in the 
net book value in the Report as to 
Affairs, however the directors 
estimate that they have a Nil value. 
Any equity in these goods available 
to the administrator is being 
investigated." 


The software distributor Hotpoint 
must have made a deal with CBM 
to distribute CD32 CD-ROMs. The 
deal did seems not to have been 
much of a financial burden or risk 
to Hotpoint. This is what the 
administrator had to say. 


"The amount [of $105,000] payable 
by Hotpoint represents cash 
advances to that firm by 
Commodore to purchase software 
for the sale to retailers in support of 
the X32 [sic] Computer games 
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machine being sold by Commodore. 
Demands will be made on Hotpoint 
for the repayment of these funds. 
However I understand that Hotpoin 
is claiming that, as agreed with 
Commodore prior to my 
appointment, they could return the 
software in full satisfaction of the 
original advance. The directors of 
Commodore estimate this software, 
if returned, could realise $10,000." 


Does this mean that $105,000 of 
CD32 games, presumably wholesale 
value, could realise only 10% of this 
wholesale value at auction??? Look 
out for some great bargains coming 
up soon! 


How many people knew that 
Commodore had sponsored South 
Sydney District Rugby League 
Football club? Well that cost CBM 
$148,000 and the directors assessed 
that this had a Nil realisable value. 
They also sponsored the Randwick 
District Cricket Club for $10,000. 


What sort of club is the Chief 
Executive and Directors 
Association? I am not in a position 
to know, except that it had steep 
membership charges. CBM had 
paid a subscription of $3,280 in 
advance, and Donnelly did not think 
that he would get any of it back for 
the creditors! 


The major unsecured creditors are 
Commodore Electronics Limited 
(Park Ave., New York) who are 
owed $6,437,264.02 (don’t ignore 
the two cents) and Westpac Bank 
who claim $4,130,126.20. Westpac 
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are being sneaky and have refused 
to let the administrator take out the 
$1.14M that CBM had in credit in 
an account at the bank. They said 
that due to "the company not 
rectifying an alleged breach of the 
agreement when the original 
facilities were granted ... Westpac 
exercised its right of combination of 
accounts and appropriated these 
funds in reduction of the amount 
owing in unpaid bills to it...". This 
could perhaps be seen to be like 
trying to grab first at the money 
before the other unsecured creditors 
get a chance and the administrator 
said that he was seeking legal advice 
on Westpac’s action in this regard. 
There was actually $42,638.09 
interest owing from Westpac, and 
this also was considered Nil 
realisable. 


Of more immediate interest to 
CCUG members is the warranty 
agreement arranged by the 
administrator and referred to above. 
The company with which he 
executed the agreement is Compu- 
aid Pty Ltd., a Victorian based 
company with Australia wide 
facilities. They will take over 
Commodore’s obligations in 
relation to the machines it has sold 
under warranty over the past twelve 
months, and also for any machines 
which the administrator sells. 


Eight employees were listed as 
being owed a total of nearly $40,000 
in holiday pay and long service 
leave (just two in the latter group - a 
rare achievement to reach long 
service entitlements in CBM!) and 
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to whom are due another $60,000 in 
retrenchment packages. Luckily for 
them, the administrator is required 
by law to pay them before even 
secured creditors get their bite. 


At this stage, Donnelly estimated 
that unsecured creditors will get 
about 16c in the $ owed. So we may 

et a cheque one day for about 
56.40! The administrator noted that 
even it he can get an extra $700,000 
from the debtors list, the payment to 
creditors will only rise to 22c in the 


$. 


I will have a copy of the full 
document at the next couple of 
meetings and workshops if you are 
curious. Read it and find out about 
such things as the office photocopier 
on which CBM owe $11,178 on the 
lease to a finance company and for 
which the machine has an estimated 
realisable value of $2,000! 


The meeting of creditors was to 
have been held at 10am on Friday 4 
March in Sydney. That was just 
yesterday as I write so I have not 
heard of anything interesting to 
come out of it. More next month for 
sure. 
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... from page 9 


Dear Ralph, we note that in desperately 
seeking escape from monotony you brush 
aside the graphics and games abilities of 
the Commodore machines and have 
concentrated on PC programs such as 
word processors ’for the sake of your 
sons’. There follows an unravelling of 
your long and expensive journey through 
the world of Windows and other 
applications and still you go on seeking 
for fresh fields to conquer. 


Dear Ralph, we who have remained 
faithful to Commodore, still have graphics 
and games and music. We have very 
competent word processors and other 
applications. Above all, we are 
programmers; we can understand our 
machines’ language; we do not have to 
buy colossally expensive programs made 
by others and import more and more 
Megabytes to accommodate them; we do 
not have to keep on buying improvements 
to escape the ’chance of dying of 
boredom’. 


Dear Ralph, I started on the second 
bottom rung of the computer ladder (the 
first rung must have been the PET) and | 
have remained with the 64/128. However 
as I gaze upwards over the many rungs 
you have scaled and eventually loo, 
through your ’Windows’ I see a 
complicated jumble of to me 
unintelligible acronyms (486DX-50, DTP, 
VGA, OS/2 &c). In one corner lurks a 
cash register ready to pounce and 
crumpled at a desk a poor weary soul] 
playing Solitaire! 


Dear Ralph, catch ya. 


Douglas Pl aclurkin 
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RE-MANUFACTURING LEADERS 
Printer Ribbons 


Inkjet Cartridges 
Complete Rane of NEW Products 


BUY DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 


LASER TONER CARTRIDGES 


Complete Dismantle And Reassembly 


Replacement Drum 
Guaranteed 10 Refills 


Savings of approx 40% 


PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL SUPPLIERS 


AUSTRALIA WIDE 008 077347 
FAX (07) 856 4949 PHONE (07) 856 4355 


8) WEBSTER ROAD STAFFORD QLD 4053 
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GPSoftware Amiga 
—__—_$. $i. COrnirmiuLtiicattor. 
Phone! Fax 07 366 1402 


(PRax $159 GP Fax == 4 AGA = 3 GPFax 
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GPSoftware is the Australian distributor for OXX] 
NOVELL the Amiga Client Software for connection to 
MAC or PC’s running NOVELL V 2.15 or higher of 
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21 Aloomba Road 
ASHGROVE QLD 4060 
Phone (07) 366 1402 


ACROSS AUSTRALIA 


ACROSS THE WORLD 
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IT’S TIME TO SEE 


Tony May | 
Tony and his team of skilled technicians | 
are the people to see for all Commodore 
Warranty & Non-Warranty repairs & 


A500 312K 
RAM EXPANDEK 
WITH CLOCK 





Nth bas Hla Computer Repairs 


Shop 4 / 32 Brisbane Road, Bundamba Q4304 
Telephone (07) 816 1588 











Subscriptions Currently available through CCUGQ 


This 1s the ORIGINAL Disk Magazine for the AMIGA 
Subscribe Now!! 


AMIGA - PD - AMIGA - PD - AMIGA - PD 


FISH, SCOPE and 17-817 PUBLIC DOMAWN Disks available. 


All orders for PD disks can be made by phoning: 

Mike Williams (07) 801 1020 OR Bob Devries (07) 278 7209 
or by sending the order with a cheque to our mailing address (shown 
inside the front cover). 


Disks can be copied FREE OF CHARGE at Workshop meetings, 
provided you have paid your library administration fee. 


Disks cost $2 per disk, plus $3 postage for upto 6 disks, and $3 for 
each aditional 6 disks or part thereof. Cheques should be made 
payable to the C.C.U.G.(Q) Inc. 





MEMBERSHIP SCHEDULE 


Ordinary Membership ........-.000000000 
Pensioner Membership. ...cccccocceccoseee $ 
Family or Business Membership..... 
Country or Associate membership.$30 
B.B.S. Membership Only. ......ccccccecoo 20) 
Library Administration Fee............$10 
(Required for access to Commercial, 
Public Domain and Magazine Libraries) 





If You Know Someone 
Who You Think 


May Like To Join Our Club 
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COMMODORE-AMIGA COMPUTER USERS GROUP (Qld) Inc. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
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Please find enclosed Cheque / Money Order for $ 


Payable to C.C.U.G.(Q). Inc 
Type of Member:(see over) 








— 


